


IMMANUEL CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST 

1 Hovey Street • Oxford, MI 48371 
www. icucc. org • 248-628-1610 

May 3, 2020 • 11:00 a,m, 

Welcome to worship at Immanuel United Church of Christi 
God is Still Speaking, 

Thank You for taking the time to turn off your cell phone during the worship service. 

Prelude 
*Bringing In the Light of Christ 
(* denotes those who are able may stand.) 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome Pastor Liz Wilson 

Children's Message "Powerful Witness" Pastor Liz Wilson 

*Call to Worship Ken Martin, Liturgist 
One: How awesome to gather before God! We are here to celebrate with wide-eyed 

wonder. 
Many: The God of all worlds is with us. Praise God for this season of Easter. 
One: Praise God for all the signs of new life. Praise God for all we can do together. 
Many: Praise God for the life and ministry of Jesus. Praise God for all who share 

that ministry today. 
One: Christ came to offer us abundant life. We are here today to reclaim that gift. 
Many: We gather in the name of Jesus Christ. We want to follow in the steps of 

Jesus. 

Invocation Pastor Liz Wilson 
Let us hear your voice today, O Shepherd, Call our names and claim us as your own. Lead us 
beside still waters and restore our souls. Comfort those who suffer pain and loss. Assure all 
who are afraid. Lead us In right paths for your name's sake. We have known your goodness 
and mercy In so many times and places. We open ourselves now to receive these gifts again. 
Unlock within us the barriers that keep us from recognizing and appreciating all the evidence 
of your love that surrounds us. Amen. 

*Hymn: "This is the Day" Page 2 
(Please remain standing for the Prayer of Confession) 

Unison Prayer of Confession: Pastor Liz Wilson 
O God, we do not want to admit that our possessions possess us. Yet we do seem 
captive to all the thigs we have acquired and all the things we want. We are 
reluctant to share too much, lest we be deprived of the comforts we cherish. We 
do not want to suffer for our faith. There are limits to our willingness to follow 
Jesus. O God, help us trust you beyond these limits. 

Page 1
1 



84 This Is the y 
P.,, l,'P.:N, i .. 11/.:,• 24:i-•7.·A,·ls2:l-4 St, 11u,1roplrt. by J.,('S (_)w·rfrti', . . f1Nt"?; ,,,b, 

St. 1-3, tJ'ndl1fonaf; fdl. 

This i~ lhc dny, lbi.s i8 Hie ,fay 1lrn1 our (hHl bmi llllllfo, Hmi our 
2 This i8 lhc day, lhi:; b the day J,:_, " litlS !'lll,C li g~d11, Jc- :;1.1~ 

3 This l~ lhe. day, thb is 1bc clay wh•en the Spir . it came, when the 

glad tn 11. T'hi.'.> ls t!w (fay 1h,1t 011J· 01;1d b«s mtlde, w0 wiU l'f:-Joir:1.1 Lmd ll-,~ 
glad in it. This is lhe d.l',y Jc - :,;wi ,·use n - i?I,iri, we will l'L"c-jolce llOd he 
gl:td in it- This i~ llrn d,iy whc11 tho Spi,• il came, we will re-Joice and hi: 

!E-!i'i;='~=-k~r:~, .h~ J. ·•·. Ff ;CJ ~1:J, .; .. •.J --1 
Eh f!,/Bt, Bl.,} Hl, 

:,O..:+fi~rn·· .. ·1.· .. ·.1 *~ L =t \~. 1. =J1 1.+1 .r + 11 
:~ .. ,g;. -~r· .· · .. ~·· .. -it-······~~ -.:..'~-:/!!,- . --- ·.-·:-~-:-·-:~-::-:-:: ·:g. ....... . 

g!ml in 
gh•1d 111 

g!nd in 

"" I i ·: 
I·,. .. 
lt; 

'TI1is. is tb,;;, tlay, 
Thfo b tbs:: day, 
This is th(: day, 

lhi!\ 1$ Hll.'- day tha, om· God Im); 
Lhl1; Is the duy Jc :-:.u~ m:,o ,\ 
rhl~ if; the doy when the .Spir • lt 

~51;--=tfF~::~~. \-J~l=f;•c:1.--· ~-j,J-:--:-~¼1~_l:
1f!===-±:::J=-a::;:_~I] 

'"" ~(114 . r . · ~ ~----- =.7: r:: .. .. . . . . r . . . '=f f. ·. C~l 

'flt<.· Urr.i' f(,ff.'i'?H ol tlJ.'.•t t'11.vr1u 1vcn 1w·iru.·n h·\' /.,c::,,'lr! {it1n·.i.•tr, 1vho 
,,.,~1.1, f1n,1?1 iJ,1 I'-fr1• .. : Xe,iho;rf 1.oul ,'i1'{V,!'d ,•1s p,~1st,tn' ,Jf 111..-lmrl'h ht 
1·,~~.'i'k'J'h A1.i-;;r.rcJUu. 'f'h,· o·:hl·r ht•11 s11,•,~;;0j' 1~1"!.~ <1uu11ym,'.::it,E. 

Tt<nn: ·r111s JS t'li IE n.,\ Y Jrr. 

Page 2, 



Words of Assurance 
God provides for us as a good shepherd provides for a flock of sheep, seeking green pastures 
and still waters for us even in periods of famine and drought. In fearful times, amid loss, the 
Shepherd's care is always available. Surely God's goodness and mercy will restore all who give 
up their own pretensions in order to live in community, with glad and generous hearts. 

The Congregation Prays 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns Ken Martin, Liturgist 
Congregational Response: "Lord hear our prayers," (Response after each Prayer request) 
Silent Meditation 

The Lord's Prayer: (use words most comfortable for you) Ken Martir), Liturgist 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

Scripture Readings: 
Acts 2:42-47 
Psalms 23 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

Ken Martin, Liturgist 
Page 120 New Testament 
Page 501 Old Testament 

Page 233 & 234 New Testament 
Page 103 New Testament 

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Liz Wilson 
God, beyond our knowing, yet revealed so personally in Jesus Christ, help us to embrace the 
abundant life you have offered us. May we follow the example of Jesus, risking abuse and 
suffering for the sake of your children, trusting in your aiding care for each one of us until all 
join in praising you with mutual goodwill and joy, Amen. 

Sermon: "Powerful Witness" 

*Hymn: "I Woke Up this Moring" 

Stewardship Message 
Announcements 

(Be sure to read about up-coming events In the back of the bulletin.) 
Offering: 

Offertory 
*Doxology: (The tune is found on page 356 of your red hymnal.) 

PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW .. . 
PRAISE GOD,ABOVE, YOU HEAVENLY HOST .. . 
CREATOR, CHRIST AND HOLY GHOST ... AMEN, 
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Pastor Liz Wilson 
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Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self Pastor Liz Wilson 
Thanks you, God, for the abundant life we enjoy, not in the things we possess but in the 
relationships you offer and the opportunities for sharing that you provide. May all that we here 
dedicate to you be distributed in ways that meet human need and offer praise to you. Extend 
our outreach beyond our vision that we may llve In awe and wonder before you, marveling 
before your goodness and mercy, Amen. 

*Hymn: "Lord Make Me More Holy" Page 6 
*The Light of Christ goes into the world 

*Blessing: Pastor Liz Wilson 
One: You have been claimed by God, our Good Shepherd. Know God, not as stranger, but as 

friend. 
Many: God is our shepherd; we shall not want. God leads us daily and restores our 

souls. 
One: Easter continues, for Christ lives In us. Jesus came that we might have abundant life. 
Many: Daily we receive God's goodness and mercy. Our cups overflow with God's 

generosity. 
One: Let us devote ourselves to the apostles' teaching. Let us pray and break bread 

together. 
Many: We find our lives in giving then to others. In Christ, we discover the joy of 

service. 
Amen: Amen. 

*Postlude 
We scatter to serve**************************************************************** 

Join together for refreshments in Fellowship 
Immanuel Open and Affirming Statement: 

We welcome and affirm all people in celebrating diversity. We welcome to our faith family people 
of every race, age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, mental or physical 

ability and those who have doubts or questions. 

In Worship and Service Today Church Officers & Staff 
Ministry Message: Pastor Liz Wilson Moderator: Justin Wlllcock 
Liturgist: Ken Martin Vice Moderator: Ken Martin 
Choir Director: Ken Martin Treasurer: Art Nagasaki 
Accompanist: Ann McKinley Council Secretary: Janet Caporale 
Our Tech team: Tammy & Ken Martin, Eric Schuette, Clerk: Suzanne Spiker 

Larry Douglas, and David Ollie-Ray Church Secretary & Custodian: Sue Molczyk 
Floral Arrangements: A gift created by Amy Wilson Building and Grounds Chair: Paul Good 
Ministers: All the Immanuel Church faith community Maintenance: Paul Good 
Christian Ed Director: Danielle Willcock 
Sunday School: Amy Wilson 

For Pastoral Needs call: Pastor Elizabeth Wilson Cell 1-248-379-3521 

Treasury notice will be eliminated for few weeks until there's something to report($). Please remember to 
send tithe even though we are all sitting at home. (Support your church!) Thank you to those who sent their 
envelopes! Please remember us as we go thru this difficult time. Call each other! Send notes! Send a 
prayer. Send jokes. Let's stay in close communication. And be Safe! Love you all! Pastor Liz 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 3, 2020 Psalm 23 

Powerful Witness 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

I shall not want. 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters. 

He restores my soul; 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

For His name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies; 

You anoint my head with oil; 

My cup runs over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

All the days of my life; 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

Forever. 

The Eternal is my shepherd, He cares for me 

always. 

He provides me rest in rich, green fields 

beside streams of refreshing water. 

He soothes my fears; 

He makes me whole again, 

steering me off worn, hard paths 

to roads where truth and righteousness 

echo His name. 

Even in the unending shadows of death's 

darkness, 

I am not overcome by fear. 

Because You are with me in those dark 

moments, 

near with Your protection and guidance, 

I am comf01ted. 

You spread out a table before me, 

provisions in the midst of attack from 

my enemies; 

You care for all my needs, anointing my head 

with soothing, fragrant oil, 

filling my cup again and again with 
Your grace. 

Certainly Your faithful protection and loving 
provision will pursue me 

where I go, always, everywhere. 

I will always be with the Eternal, 

in Your house forever. 

Here are two versions of the familiar 23rd Psalm - one the King James version and one from a newer 

translation called The Voice (Ecclesia Bible Society. Published Apr 9, 2012). Which version speal<S to 

you today? 
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CELEBRATION OF HOl Y COMMUNION 
*THE INVITATION: 

Pastor: (Galatians 3:28) "As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male 
or female for all of you are one in Christ Jesus." 

People: Jesus understood the weakness of his followers. Thus John's gospel records these 
words of Jesus: "I ask not only on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word that they may all be one." 

Pastor: By gathering together in worship. Singing songs, offering prayers, meditating upon God's word 
disclosed through the scriptures, and gathering now at the Savior's table, we believe Christ is 
present as we re-enact the breaking of bread and sharing the fruit of the vine. 

People: This is the Lord's Table, All are invited to receive these gifts. In the company with 
all people in every time and beyond time we gather to celebrate Christ's victory 
over sin and death. 

(Please be seated) 

PRAYER Of THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Wondrous and merciful God, accept our thanks for the life, death, and resurrection of your 

Son. In and through Christ Jesus our lives are renewed in faith, hope, and love. May your 
redeeming work continue through your church universal and persons of good will every where. 

ACCLAMATION 
With joy and thanksgiving, let us approach the Lord's Table. Our sin is forgiven and we are 
reconciled to God by Christ's death on the cross. Holy, holy, Holy art thou, God of all that has 
been, is, and yet shall be. 

CONSECRATION Of THE ELEMENTS 
Pastor: We gather in the mystery of Christ who though reigning with God on high Is yet present with 

us now in spirit and in truth. We recall how on the night of betrayal and desertion, after 
supper Jes'us took bread, blessed It and gave thanks, saying to his disciples "This is my body." 
In the same manner, he took wine and blessed It saying, "This is the blood of the covenant 
which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God." 

People: Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ. Through the cup of 
blessing, we participate in the new life Christ gives. 

GIVING OF THE ELEMENTS 

Distribution of the bread 
Distribution of the Cup 



SERMON 

MAY3, 2020 

Acts 2:42-47 A group of people were living in the light of Easter. 

1 Peter 2:19-25 Peter seeks to console as struggling congregation with 
words of hope. 

John 10:1-10 Jesus speaks of himself as a door, a door that leads to 
God. 

WHAT ABOUT BAPTISM? 

You may recall that when John the Baptizer was dunking people in the 
Jordan, these didn't seem to be babies in frilly lace. It was all 
adultstvprobably, male adults. It was disciples and their friends who were 
baptized. Then, a few hundred years later and several plagues under their 
belts, priests and leaders realized that many were dying unbaptized ( and 
therefore condemned to hell. I don't know where that came from I) The 
age of baptism became infancy and as soon as possible. Infant baptism 
still is the norm today but some Christian sects never did switch to infant 
baptism. Today the choice also includes "Christening" for many 
congregations. The tiny child is welcomed into the church. Actual baptism 
is chosen by the child, parents and teachers when the child is 
ready~usually 10-14. So, we've just about come full circle. Some 
Christian denominations are quite strict, others are free choice. The 
Question?: Is the Resurrection real? If it is, we cannot remain how we 
always have been. We must change and follow our master faithfully and 
as best as we can. If resurrection is real. I hope you believe. I do. 
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