
IMMANUEL CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST 

1 Hovey Street • Oxford, Ml 48371 
www.icucc.org • 248-628-1610 

April 5, 2020 • 11 :00 a.m. 

Welcome to worship at Immanuel United Church of Christ! 
God is Still Speaking, 

Thank You for taking the time to tum off your cell phone during the worship service. 

Prelude 
*Bringing in the Light of Christ 
(* denotes those who are able may stand.) 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome 

Children Message 

Choir Anthem: 

"Palm Sunday" 

Immanuel Choir 

All Children depart for Sunday School 

Thank you for signing the black Friendship Pad located in your pew 

Pastor Liz Wilson 

Pastor Liz Wilson 

*Call to Worship , Liturgist 
One: This is a say of joyous welcome. Yet joy is tempered by impending doom. 
All: We welcome Christ with waving branches. We wait with Christ through hours 

of agony. 
One: Our leader comes humbly, riding a donkey. Blessed is the one who comes in God's 

name. 
All: Jesus rides into the tumult of our times. People still oppose the way of love. 
One: Yet love prevails in spite of opposition. Give thanks that God's steadfast love endures 

forever. 
All: Open to us the gates of righteousness. Let us enter in the light God offers. 
Amen. Amen. 

Invocation 
Be gracious to us, O God, in our moments of grief and fear. Be with us as we rejoice in the 
day you have made. Our times are in your hands, both when we mourn and when we 
celebrate. Guide our thoughts and actions so we may appreciate the possibilities in every day. 
We trust in you. 0 God. Let your face shine on your servants. Amen. 

*Hymn: "Hosanna Loud Hosanna" Page 2 
(Please remain standing for the Prayer of Confession) 
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·msanna, Loud Hosanna" 

san - na, loud ho - san - na," the 
01 - i - fol - lowed a 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 

213 
Mark 11:8-10; Matt. 21:15 

lit - tie chil - dren sang; 
mid a cheer-ing crowd, 

high - est!" That an - cient song is ours. 

through pil - lared court and tern - ple the lov,e - ly an - them rang; 
chant-ing dear and loud. 
sing -· with all our powers: 

the vie - tor palm branch wav - ing, and 
hail our great Re - deem - er and 

the chil - dren sang their 
and glad to the 
Ho : san - na! 

prais - es, the sirn - plest ~d . the . best. 
chil - dren, slowed down the don-key 's gait. 
pres - ence for - ev - er w_e''Il re . - joice!" 

2



*Unison Prayer of Confession: Pastor Liz Wilson 
Holy God, we have blamed you when the hosannas die and the parade turns into a 
mob scene. We help our doubts on you even though our inaction adds power to 
those who shout, "Crucify." We rebel against the risks of discipleship. Why raise our 
voices against the evil we see? One voice simply becomes one more victim. O God, 
we protest, but we know down deep that the victim of our silence is the way of love, 
the way of life. Forgive our cowardice, and help us to stand with Christ in a world 
that has forgotten humility and obedience to you. 0 God, we want to be faithful. 
Why does it cost so much? Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness: Pastor Liz Wilson 
God does not forsake us. In times of terror and suffering we are not alone. In Christ, we are 
strengthened as we watch and pray. We receive courage to love in the face of ridicule and to 
act for truth amid the oppressive forces of deceit. Love is at the heart of creation, bringing us 
to new beginnings, to resurrection life in all its fullness. 

The Congregation Prays 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns , Liturgist 
Congregational Response: "Lord hear our prayers." (Response after each Prayer request) 
Silent Meditation 

The Lord's Prayer: (use words most comfortable for you) , Liturgist 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

Scripture Readings: 
Isaiah 50:4-9 
Psalms 31:9-16 
Matthew 27: 11-54 

, Liturgist 
Page 681, Old Testament 
Page 506, Old Testament 

Pages 32 & 33 New Testament 

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Liz Wilson 
Holy God, whose steadfast love offers direction and purpose to our lives, help us to be faithful 
in the small things you ask of us day by day, that we may see all that you reveal to us, give 
thanks in all circumstances, and grow toward the mind of Christ. In obedient trust, we enter 
this holy week, eager to participate in a world transformed by love. Amen. 

Sermon: "Palm Sunday" 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

*Hymn: "All Glory Laud and Honor" 

Stewardship Message 
Announcements 

(Be sure to read about up-coming events in the back of the bulletin.) 
Offering: 

Offertory 

Pastor Liz Wilson 

Insert 

Page 4 
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PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 

:~ lory, Laud, and Honor 

glo - ry, laud, and hon 
Prom-ised One of Is 
you re-ceived their prais 

or to 
rael , of 

you, 0 Christ, we 
Da-vid's roy - al 

es, re - ceive our prayers to 

prayer and an - thems we of - fer you this 

216 
Mall. 21:8-9 

sing, 
line, 

- day, 

way; 
praise; 
sing, 

you, now high ex - alt ed, our me! . - ,o - dy we raise. 
whom the lips of chi! - dren made sweet ho - san - nas ring! 
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*Doxology: (The tune is found on page 356 of your red hymnal.) 
PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW .. . 
PRAISE GOD, ABOVE, YOU HEAVENLY HOST .. . 
CREATOR, CHRIST AND HOLY GHOST ... AMEN. 

Offertory Prayer: Pastor Liz Wilson 
May these offerings bring life-changing good new, both to those who give and to all who are 
reached by the caring ministries of the church. May they help to restore relationships of trust 
among us and outpourings of generosity that echo your steadfast love around the world. May 
your saints be raised to new life that cuts through the deceptions of society to bring your new 
order among us, 0 God of all times and places. Amen. 

*Hymn: "Were You There" Page 6 
*The Light of Christ goes into the world 

*Blessing: Pastor Liz Wilson 
One: Lift high the branches that honor Jesus Christ. Lift high the cross that proclaims love's 

sacrifice. 
All: We will wave our greeting with joyous praise. We will risk the commitment 

that led to a cross. 
One: We are under oath before the living God. May we have no reason to weep when the 

cock crows. 
All: The promises we have made excite and challenge us. We seek to be loyal and 

courageous in Christ's service. 
One: God keeps covenant with us in all circumstances. The cup of blessing is extended to us 

every day. 
All: May our flesh be strengthened to match our willing spirits. May love prevail in 

all our dealings this week. 
Amen. Amen. 

* Postlude 
We scatter to serve************************************************************************** 

Join together for refreshments in Fellowship Hall. 
Immanuel Open and Affirming Statement: 

We welcome and affirm all people in celebrating diversity. We welcome to our faith family people of every 
race, age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, mental or physical ability and those who 

have doubts or questions. 
In Worship and Service Today 
Ministry Message: Pastor Liz Wilson 

Church Officers & Staff 
Moderator: Justin Willcock 

Liturgist: Vice Moderator: Ken Martin 
Choir Director: Ken Martin 
Accompanist: Ann McKinley 
Our Tech Team: Tammy & Ken Martin, Eric Schuette, 

Larry Douglas, and David Oll ie-Ray 
Christian Ed Director: Danielle Willcock 
Sunday School: Amy Wilson 
Floral Arrangements: A gift created by Amy Wilson 

Treasurer: Art Nagasaki 
Clerk: Suzanne Spiker 
Council Secretary: Janet caporale 
Church Secretary/Custodian: Sue Molczyk 
Building/Grounds Chair: Paul Good 
Maintenance: Paul Good 

For Pastoral Needs call: Pastor Elizabeth Wilson Cell 1-248-379-3521 
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HOLY WEEK 

229. Were .-You There? 
John 19:16-18; 20:11'-17 African-Americt;m spirirual 

r l -r t r 
1 Wer-e you , there when they . ~ru - , ci - fied my Lord? 
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the , . tree? 

. 3 Were you , _there when God wept . at 
M , 1· Were you there? 

ar-ys ~ry . 
4,.- were you there when Christ rose . up from -the tomb? 

Were you there when · they cru - ci - fied my Lord? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the ' tree? ·' 
Were you there when· God at Mar-y's 'I Were you there? 

wept cry. 
Were you there when'Christ rose up from the tomb? 

r i 
Were you there when ·they cru - ci - fied my 
Were you there when ,they nailed him to the tree? 
Were y_ou there when God' at Mar - y's ·? Were you there? 

wept cry . 
Were you there when Christ rose up from the tomb? 

' .(f. 
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Calendar at a Glance 
Weekly Events 
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship & 
Fellowship 
5:30 p.m. Community Meal every 
Tuesday 
Choir practice Wednesday 7:00 
p.m.
Special Events 
Saturday, March 28 
9:00 a.m. Refinish floors 
Sunday, March 29 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, April 5 

,, ,,,, ,,, ,, 

p Birthdays and Anniversaries 
P for the month of March: 
, 
, 

p 
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, 
, 
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, 
, 
, Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Thursday, April 9 

, 
,,,,,,,,,, ,, ,,, 

8:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday 
(Stay tuned) 
Saturday, April 11 Please be sure to visit Immanuel's 

website at www.icucc.org 9:00 a.m. Spring clean-up 
Sunday, April 12 
Easter 
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Treasury notice will be eliminated for a few weeks until there's something to 
report ($). Please remember to send money even though we are all sitting at 
home. (Support your church!) Thank you to those three who sent their 
envelopes! 
Please remember us as we go thru this difficult time. Call each other! Sent 
notes! Send a prayer. Send jokes. Let's stay in close communication. And be 
Safe! 

Love you all! Pastor Liz 

·1(-:+:-:+:-:+:-lt:-;♦:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-Jt:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:-:+:
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

*THE INVITATION: 
One: We invite to this table all who desire peace with their neighbor, and who seek the 

mercy of God. Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week 
Jesus Christ was raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on that same day 
sat at the table with two disciples, and was made known to them in the breaking of 
the bread. 

People: In the company with all believers in every time and beyond time, we come 
to this table to know him in the breaking of the bread. 

One: For the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, broke it, and said, "This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." In the same way, also he took the cup, after supper, saying, 
"This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me." Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord God. 
People: It is right that we give thanks and praise. 

(Please be seated) 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION: 

One: Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the gift of life and for your 
abiding love which brings us close to you, the source of all blessing. We thank you 
for revealing your will for us in the giving of the law and in the preaching of the 
prophets. We thank you especially that in the fullness of time you sent Jesus, born 
of Mary, to live in our midst, to share in the suffering, and to accept the pain of 
death at the hands of those whom Jesus loved. We rejoice that in a perfect victory 
over the grave you raised Christ with power to become sovereign in your realm. We 
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit to gather your church by which your work 
may be done in the world and through which we share the gift of eternal life. With 
the faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name: 

All: Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of 
your glory, O God Most High. 

Pastor: Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and the cup, and 
bless us that as we 

receive them at this table, we may offer you our faith and praise, we may be united 
with Christ 

and with one another, and we may continue faithful in all things. Amen. 

Continue on next page 
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Cont'd ..... 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS - INTINCTION: 
Pastor: Come, for all things are ready. Eat this, for it is the body of Christ, broken for you. 

Drink this, for it is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let those who are able stand as we all give thanks. 

All: We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 
granting us the presence of your son, Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, 
increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in 
courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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PALMS SUNDAY 

APRIL 5, 2020 

Isaiah 50:4-9  The prophet asks God to help him minister 
to suffering weary Israel with some sord of comfort. 

Psalms 31:9-16  A lament, ends with “Let thy face shine 
on thy servant; save me in thy steadfast love.” 

Philippians: 2:5-11  “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” 

Matthew 27:1-62  Judas Iscariot betrays Jesus for 30 
Pieces of silver.   

On Good Friday I imagine the sky turned black and the 
clouds rolled in tinged with gold.  The grass pressed flat 
to the earth, although the wind was stilled and quiet.  
Shutters banged against empty windows and the gates 
would swing back and forth on oiled hinges, moved by an 
indefensible fear of standing still.   

Around the cross a murderous murmur would rise and 
fall, a pretty cadence to keep Jesus company.  This was 
entertainment – one more criminal punishment in the way 
of the world was nothing to take notice of. 

And not many people would have asked, “My God, God 
why have you forsaken me?”  
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Because you see, God’s death was nothing out of the 
ordinary. 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

Announcement: There are palm fronds, rinsed, on the 
porch steps put there this AM.  Please feel free to take 
them home as a remembrance of Psalms Sunday.  Share 
with family and friends.  Happy Easter!  Palm Sunday 
commemorates Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, riding on a 
donkey.  Other kings who entered Jerusalem arrived on a 
magnificent Stallion.  He wanted people to know he was a 
humble shepherd even though some called him a King.  
Today it seems there are two ways to follow Jesus: the way 
he clearly wanted to be followed or how mortals think we 
should follow a powerful king. 
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