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Welcome to worship at Immanuel United Church of Christ! 
God is Still Speaking, 

Thank You for taking the time to tum off your cell phone during the worship service. 

Prelude 
*Bringing in the Light of Christ 
(* denotes those who are able may stand.) 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome Pastor Liz Wilson 

*Call to Worship Janet Caporale, Liturgist 
One: Why have we gathered on this holy day? What has drawn us to this time and place. 
Many: We have been drawn to a flame burning here. We sense the glory of God in 

One: 
Many: 
One: 

this place. 
God calls us to this time of worship. The place where we are standing is holy ground. 
Give thanks to God: sing praises. Give attention to the voice of God. 
Out of a burning bush, God spoke to Moses. In the rhythms of worship, God speaks 
to us. 

Many: We are here, seeking to discern God's will. We are open to God's 
transforming Spirit. 

Invocation Pastor Liz Wilson 
We tremble to think that the Source of all life, the Creator of all worlds, is in this place, 
observing our worship, knowing our innermost secrets, calling us by name. 0 God, we dare to 
call on you, to bow before you, to welcome your Word. We tremble to think what you might 
expect of us, for we remember what you expected of Moses. You sent him against the rulers 
~f his people to win release from oppression. You sent him from the comfortable places he 
knew to plead for freedom amid threatening conditions. We dare to worship you, 0 God, 
knowing that you expect much of us. Amen. 

*Hymn: "My Hope is Built on Nothing Less" 
(Please remain standing for the Prayer of Confession) 
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Unison Prayer of Confession: Pastor Liz Wilson 
O God, we have wavered in our faith in the midst of suffering, and we have not 
persevered in prayer. We have claimed to be wiser than we are, and have even 
tried to correct you. We make excuses for ourselves rather than listening for your 
direction and heeding your call. Our days are so filled with the busyness of this 
world that we cannot see your reign among us. We are so weighed down by our 
own concerns that we have no energy to serve in your realm. Send your cleansing 
fire among us, forgiving God. Amen. 
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403 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
Mart. 7:24-27; I Cor. 3:11; Heb. 6:19; Rev. 11:15 Edward Mok, c:.1834;ab. 
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wbol-ly lean on Je - sus' name. 
an-cho.r holds with - in tho veil. 

then is all my hope and s~y. On 

less to stand be - fore the throne. 

an oth-er ground is sink-ing sand, all 

William Bradbury mn gtea1 :mccess by composing hymn: rur,u 
and religious songs in a livdy, popular style. He aw M/tx!,d 
utabllsh music pY't>g~ in New York public ;choou, served o 
church, and co-founded a piano com pony. 

Christ; the sol - id Rock, I stand; 

oth- er ground is sink-ing sand. 

Tune~ SOLID ROCK L.M. with'l'eftain __ _ 
Wllllam B. Bradbury, 1863 Page 2 



Words of Assurance Pastor Liz Wilson 
God is ever willing to grant us forgiveness, but we cannot receive it if we are unwilling to be 
changed by it. As long as we focus on preserving our own lives, protecting our advantages, 
we will be lost. If we want to be Christ's followers, we will deny ourselves and take up the 
cross, not as a burden, but as the joyous symbol of loving and giving for all the right reasons. 
We will overcome evil with good. 

The Congregation Prays 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns Janet Caporale, Liturgist 
Congregational Response: "Lord hear our prayers." (Response after each Prayer request) 
Silent Meditation 

The Lord's Prayer: (use words most comfortable for you) Janet Caporale, Liturgist 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

Scripture Readings: 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

Janet Caporale, Liturgist 
Page 50 Old Testament 

Page 162 New Testament 
Page 18 New Testament 

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Liz Wilson 
God of our ancestors, whose presence on the human scene in Jesus Christ continues to 
challenge us, grant strength and courage to deny ourselves, take up the cross, and follow. 
Increase among us empathy with all who suffer, identification with the lowly, and a spirit of 
hospitality for all. We would live with hope and patience that bridge differences, promote 
harmony, and contribute to the peace you intend for humankind. Amen. 

Sermon : "Spirit-Led Living" 

*Hymn: "Called as Partners in Christ's Service" 

Stewardship Message 
Announcements 

(Be sure to read about up-coming events in the back of the bulletin.) 
Offering: 

Offertory 
*Doxology: (The tune is found on page 356 of your red hymnal.) 

PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW ... 
PRAISE GOD, ABOVE, YOU HEAVENLY HOST ... 
CREATOR, CHRIST AND HOLY GHOST ... AMEN. 
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Pastor Liz Wilson 
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Called as Partners in Christ's Service 495 
' • ./'11114 Parker HulH!r, 1981 John 15:12-17; Gal 6:2; Eph. 2:14-22 

• . 

1 Called as part-ners in Christ's ser-vice, called to lnin - is - tries of grace. 
2 Christ's ex - am-ple,Christ's in spir-ing.Christ'sclearcall to work and worth. 
3 Thus new pat-terns for Christ•smis-<sion.. in a smallor ... glob-al sense, 
4 So God grant us · for to n-ro.r-row way~ to or - der hu - man life 

We re-spond with 
Let us fol - low. 
Help us bear each. 
That sur-round each 

May we learn the 
Men and wom-:en. 

Words of com-fort, 
Make us pan-ners 

. 
deep com- mit-ment fresh new lines of 
nev - er fal-tering. rec -on - cil - ing 
oth - er's bur-dens. break-ing down each 
per - son's SOT.-row with a calm that 

faith to trace. 
folk on earth. 
wall or fence. 
con - quers strife . 

art of 
rich - er, 
words of 

in our 

shar-ing, side by side and friend with friend, 
poor-er. 1111 God,>s peo - pie. young and old. 
vi- sion, words of ehal-lenge. said with care. 
liv - ing, our com - pas - sion to in - crease. 

B - qoal part - ners in our car-ing to ful - fill God's cho - sen end. 
gra-cious gifts from God un - fold. 

make us col-leagues, free and fair. 
hope and con - fl - dence and peace. 

Blend-ing hu - man skills to - geth-er 
Bring new power and strength for ac-tion, 
Mes - sen - ge:rs of faith, thus giv-ing 

One of J1m4 Parker Huber's mo.st widely sung texts, this hymn 
war originally wrl/ten for o wonun's bu4kfost at w 1981 
Presbyterian General-Assembly meeting to celebrate the 
partnership of women and men in service of the church. 

Tune: BEECHER 8.7.8.7.D. 
John Zundel, I8Ss--

P'or another key, see 43, ~ Page 4 
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· Prayer of Dedication of Gifts and Self Pastor Liz Wilson 
May our offerings be an expression of genuine love that reflects your love for us, O God. We 
seek to honor you as we serve one another in Christ's name. We reach out to overcome evil 
with good. Direct our use of the resources you entrust to us that we may not only contribute to 
the needs of the saints but also devote our lives to the building _of a peaceable worldwide 
community in which all are valued. Amen. 

*Hymn: "Unite and Join Your Cheerful Songs" Page 6 
:l<"fhe Light of Christ goes into the world 

*Blessing: Pastor Liz Wilson 
One: Seek every day the presence we have known here. God offers strength for every 

challenge we face. 
Many: We will give thanks and call on God's name. We will open our eyes to see 

God's daily miracles. 
One: God promises life in all its fullness, not earthly riches. Life is fruitful when lived for 

others. 
Many: With mutual affection, we honor one another. With hope and joy, we reach 

out helping hands. 
One: Let worship continue as we pray for one another. May God's will be done as we 

overcome evil with good. 
Many: Praise God for all the wonders of this life. Praise God for opportunities to 

serve in Christ's name. 
Amen: Amen 

*Postlude 
Wescattertose1Ve**************************************************************** 

Join together for refreshments in Fellowship 
Immanuel Open and Affirming Statement: 

We welcome and affirm all people in celebrating diversity. We welcome to our faith family people 
of every race, age, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, mental or physical 

ability and those who have doubts or questions. 

In Worship and Service Today Church Officers & Staff 
Message: Pastor Liz Wilson Moderator: Justin Willcock 
Liturgist: Janet caporale Vice Moderator: Ken Martin 
Choir Director: Ken Martin :rreasurer: Art Nagasaki 
Accompanist: Ann McKinley Council Secretary: Janet caporale 
Our Tech team: Tammy & Ken Martin, Eric Schuette, Clerk: Suzanne Spiker 

Larry Douglas, and David Ollie-Ray Church Secretary & Custodian: Sue Molczyk 
Floral Arrangements: A gift created by Amy Wilson Building and Grounds Chair: Paul Good 
Ministers: All the Immanuel Church faith community Maintenance: Paul Good 
Christian Ed Director: Danielle Willcock 
Sunday School: Amy Wilson 

For Pastoral Needs call: Pastor Elizabeth Wilson Cell 1-248-379-3521 
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617 Unite ~nd Join Your Cheerful Songs 
Rev. 5:9-U 

1 u nite and join 
2 This is the way 
3 Wor - thy the Lamb, 
4 As· - sist us-. all 

~ 

an - gels 'round the throne; 
har - mo - ny be low; 
be . ex. alt - ed thus; 

earth, and on the seas; 

are their tongues, yet all 
bod y live, one Sov -
saints re ply, the Lamb 
hon ors high, .in hymns 

This hymn appears in Hymn9 and Spiritual Songs, a collection 
of hymn textS (wilhoue tuna/, publlsMd ill 1816 in Raleigh, 
Norlb Carolina. It may have liun wriJun by the book's edilor, 
Jame, O'KeJly, an idnuant p,-chu who btt>ke away from the 
Methodist Church because of its hurarchical covemmenl. 
O 'Kelly founded the Christian Church in the soUJMm UnUed 
StaJes ill 1794. In 1931, the Christian Church merged with tlut 
C<>ngregatumai Church to formo pnde:cu,or du.ominatkm of 
tJu United Church of Christ. The themes of unity and frudt:>m 
appear throughout O 'Kelly's collectiun of hymns. 

your cheer - ful 

Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 
ed. Ja,na O'Ki!Uy, 1816; alt. 

songs. with 
the church should strive. in 
the an gels say. to 
a bove 'me sky, on 

·, 

Ten thou - sand thou - sand 
As mem - bers of one 
A - men, a men dte '\ 
u - nite and raise God~s 

their joys are one. 
ercign shall ~ you know. . 

~ 

was slain for us. 
of end - less praise. r:, 

------. 

Tun~: AMAZING GRACE (NEW BRITAIN) C.M. 
from Columbia Harmony, Clnclm1a1i, 1829 

A". Edwilf 0 . Excell, 1900 
Allemate tune: °LAND OF REST 
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Calendar at a Glance 
Weekly Events 
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship & Fellowship 
5:30 p.m. Community Meal ·every Tuesday 
- restart July 7th 

Choir practice Wednesday - to resume 
In the fall 

Special Events 
Monday. September 7 
Labor Day 
Saturday. September 12 
12-2 p.m. Craft-capades 
Monday, September 14 
7 p.m. Council Meeting 
Sunday, September 20 
Rally Day 
Tuesday, September 22 
Autumn Begins 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
for the month of August 
Birthday 
August 2: Joe Tubbs 
August 7: Janet Caporale 
August 9: Liz Wilson 
August 11: Marsha Chapman 
August 22: Sarah Apigian-Avery 
August 25: Jim Makedonsky 

Anniversaries 
August 7: Julianne & Terry Sutton 
August 15: Holly & Mike Graves 
August 25: Janet & Doug Caporale 
August 28: Liz & Jim Wilson 
August 31: Amy Pais and M.H. Richer 

Please join us for Sunday Service via Virual Worship. Go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/oxfordimmanuelucc 
You do not have to join facebook, it will ask if you want to join. If not click no and it will still get 
you to the service. 

Treasurer's Note: 
Our offering for August 23 was $2,265. We need to collect $1,500 each 
week to fund our approved budget. Remember to honor your pledge 
commitments and tithes, especially when you miss a Sunday or two! Art 
Nagasaki, Treasurer 

Having a birthday, anniversary? If I have an email address for you, you will get 
an eCard from Blue Mountain. Otherwise you'll get a card in the mail but not 
signed by all the members. 

Please be sure to visit 
Immanuel's website at 

www .icucc.orq 



' THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 

August 30, 2020 Romans 12:9-21 

Spirit-Led Living 

Imagine a day living as commanded by Paul in todays passage from Roman's 

12. What would it be like jf his bold and brave commands were as much a part 

of daily living as your other chores and duties? What would your daily to-do list 

look like? Maybe something like this: 

0 W alee up and brush teeth. 

0 Exercise. 

0 Hate what is evil. 

0 Shower. 

0 Hold fast to what is good 

0 Breakfast 

0 Love one another with mutual 
affection. 

0 Do not lag in zeal. 

0 Catch the train for work 

0 Rejoice in hope. 

0 Morning meeting. 

0 Lunch. 

0 Extend hospitality to strangers. 

0 Afternoon desk work 

0 Bless those who persecute you. 

0 Grocery store. 

• Pick up kids. 

0 Do not claim to be wiser than 
you are. 

0 Dinner. 

0 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 

0 Paybills. 

0 Watch news. 

0 Live peaceably with all. 

It can seem absurd or ridiculous to mix up Paul's big commands with our every

day life. But maybe it makes you wonder how would it change your day if you took 

Paul's list of to-dos from Romans as seriously as you take the rest of your list? 

How will you know unless you try it? 
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